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s a “non-Rosarian” I was a bit timid about agreeing to review this book, but it turned out to be a wonderful, 
accessible and thoroughly enjoyable introduction to the world of roses.  Stephen Scanniello knows so much 
about his topic he is comfortable expressing himself in clear, sometimes chatty, prose.  His discussions about 

various types and categories of roses are thorough without being overwhelming.   
 
Many gardening books are arranged by task or by plant category; Scanniello presents 
his lessons month by month.  Selecting, ordering, planting, pruning, diseases and pests 
are all explored at the appropriate time of the year.  Scanniello neatly sidesteps the 
problem of explaining everything when it is first introduced (and thus loading most of 
the material into January) with a brief mention followed by a reference to explanations 
yet to come (as in, “for more on neem, see August”).  Although he currently gardens in 
New Jersey and gained much of his experience at the Cranford Rose Garden in 

Brooklyn, Scanniello 
doesn’t ignore the 
needs of  
those whose climates 
are warmer or dryer 
than his—he simply 
suggests a more 
extended calendar or 
different watering practices, as appropriate.   
 

A Year of Roses is not a coffee table book.  There are no photos, just simple line drawings to illustrate the fine points of 
pruning, trellising and the like.  Whether you’re thinking about buying your first rose or planning to dig up all your beds 
to revitalize 600 existing plants, I think you’d find something worth knowing in this book.  DB   
_______________ 
 

Debbie Blystone, an Extension Master Gardener for Mecklenburg County, NC, since 2007, 
inherited her love of gardening and used book stores from her grandfather.   
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