
 We welcome your garden and lawn care questions   

Ask a Master Gardener  

Horticulture Help Desk  

 Phone:   704.336.4011 

 Email:    info@mastergardenersmecklenburg.org  

 Online:  www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org  

Thoughtful plant selection and proper site preparation are essential to 

developing a beautiful, earth-friendly landscape. By selecting the right plant for the 

right place, you reduce the need for water, fertilizer, herbicides and pesticides and 

labor.  Proper plant placement creates a visually appealing landscape, prevents soil 

erosion, and reduces household cooling and heating needs—all of which make your 

landscape an asset, improving your property value, beautifying your community,       

and building a healthy local ecosystem.   

Right Plant, Right Place 

For more information about Lawns, Gardens & NC Cooperative Extension 

visit:  www.ces.ncsu.edu/ 

Environmental Requirements:   

 USDA Hardiness zone (7b or 8a in MecklenburgCounty)   
 Moisture needs  
 Light exposure  
 Insect & disease resistance 

 Heat & wind tolerance  

Recycle or Share 

8 Great Landscaping Tips: 
1. Remember all newly planted ornamentals from perennial flowers to trees require extra    

attention and care until they are established—usually a year. 

2. Late fall through early winter is the best time to plant your ornamental trees and shrubs in 

the Southern Piedmont of NC.  

3. Choose your woody ornamentals (trees and shrubs) first as they establish the borders, 

hedges, and specimen plantings that give structure and form to your landscape. 

4. Create groups of shrubs and trees in mulched beds with curved edges rather than scattering 

plants throughout the lawn.  

5. Resist the temptation to have an "instant landscape." Know the mature size of plants and give 

them room and time to grow.  
6. Foundation or corner shrubs should be planted half their mature width plus one (1’) foot 

away from the wall. For example, a shrub that grows to be 5’ wide should be planted 3-1/2’  (2-

1/2’ + 1’) away from the house. 

7. Concentrate color where an accent is desired. Color accents can be achieved in every     

season by considering bloom color and time, foliage color, fruit color and time, and twig and 

bark color. 

8. Before shopping, learn the botanical (Latin) name of your selected plants to make sure you 

are getting exactly what you want; common names can be misleading and misinterpreted. 

Good plant selection is based on 

consideration of the environ-

mental needs of the plant as well 

as landscape design criteria.     

 
Consider each plant’s unique  

environmental requirements 

and design factors in your             

selection; for example, separate 

drought resistant plantings from 

plants which need more water.  

 
Avoid Invasive Plants  

such as English ivy, privet (Japanese 

and Chinese ligustrums), Japanese 

and Chinese wisteria, and Japanese 

honeysuckle, all of which are detri-

mental to our environment.   

Lists of invasive plants in NC: 

www.ncbg.unc.edu/pages/12/  

www4.ncsu.edu/~jcneal/Website/

results.html 

Design Factors:   

Growth Habits - Consider mature, plant shape, size and tex-

ture;  visualize how plant will occupy space and  landscape.  

Bloom cycle - Choose plants with different bloom cycles to 

provide year-round color.  

Mature size  - Space plantings to accommodate mature height 

and width; also consider mature size of nearby plants 

Seasonal interest - Consider fruit, flowers, twig color, foliage; 

e.g., evergreens add winter color and unity.  
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Select plants for their aesthetic or ecological value to fulfill specific functions such as 

screening or noise control. Make sure your selections are appropriate for both your site and 

design needs; for example, choose tall evergreens for screening or large deciduous trees on the 

south and west exposures to keep your home cool in summer. By using native plants or culti-

vars of native species, you benefit your local ecosystem and attract beneficial insects and wildlife 

as well as beautify your landscape and reduce maintenance. If you chose non-native ornamental 

species, make sure they are well adapted to your growing conditions and are not invasive. Look 

for plants that are drought tolerant, wind resistant, and adapted to low fertilization.   
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Ornamental  Native  Plant  Selections  
Native Trees & Shrubs 

Our native Piedmont tree canopy includes a wide 

variety of maple, ash, oak, and other deciduous 

trees as well as evergreens, but many smaller na-

tive trees and shrubs thrive in sunny to part-shade 

conditions, and add diversity and beauty to             

your landscape.  

Common Name Botanical  Name 

  Small Evergreen Trees (under 30’) 

Eastern Arbovitae Thuja occidentalis cultivars 

Wax Myrtle Morella cerifera 

Weeping Yaupon 

Holly 

Ilex vomitoria ‘Pendula’ 

Yaupon Holly Ilex vomitoria  

 Small Trees (under 30’) with Showy Flowers/Fruits 

Carolina Silverbell  Halesia carolina 

Fringe Tree Chionanthus virginicus 

Red Buckeye Aesculus pavia 

Redbud Cercis canadensis 

Serviceberry Amelanchier canadensis 

Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida 

Sweet Bay Magnolia Magnolia virginiana 

Winterberry Holly  Ilex verticullata  

  Evergreen Shrubs 

Anise Tree Illicium floridanum 

Piedmont                 

Rhododendron 

Rhododendron minus 

Doghobble Leucothoe fontanesiana 

Dwarf Arborvitae Thuja occidentalis dwarf cultivars 

Florida Hobblebush Agarista populifolia 

Inkberry Ilex glabra 

Shiny Fetterbush Lyonia lucida 

Yaupon Holly Ilex vomitoria dwarf cultivars  

 Shrubs with Showy Flowers or Fruit 

American Beauty 

Berry 

Callicarpa americana 

Carolina Sweet 

Shrub 

Calycanthus floridus 

Dwarf Witch Alder Fothergilla gardenii 

Oakleaf Hydrangea Hydrangea quercifolia 

Flame Azalea Rhododendron austrinum 

Red Chokeberry  Aronia arbutifolia 

Spicebush Lindera benzoin 

Smooth Hydrangea Hydrangea arborescens 

Sweet Pepperbush Clethra alnifolia 

Sweetspire Itea virginica 

For more plant selections visit:   

Mecklenburg Extension Master Gardener Volunteers: mastergardenersmecklenburg.org,          
NC CES/NCSU Plants: plants.ces.ncsu.edu/, UNC Chapel Hill Plants and Gardening:  ncbg.unc.edu/
plants-and-gardening/ 

Common Name Botanical Name 

Aromatic Aster 
Symphyotrichum   
oblongifolium 

Beardtongue Penstemon digitalis 

Bee Balm Monarda didyma 

Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia fulgida 

Blazing Star Liatris spicata 

Blue False Indigo Baptisia australis 

Blue Lobelia Lobelia siphilitica 

Butterfly Milk-
weed 

Asclepias tuberosa 

Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis 

Coneflower Echinacea purpurea 

Garden Phlox Phlox paniculata 

Hardy Geranium Geranium maculatum 

Joe-Pye Weed Eupatorium fistulosum 

Rose Mallow Hibiscus moscheutos 

Rough Goldenrod Solidago rugosa 

Sundrops Oenothera fruticosa 

Stokes’ Aster Stokesia laevis 

  Swamp Milkweed    Asclepias incarnata 

Native Perennials 
Herbaceous perennials are hardy plants 

that die back in winter and grow back 

from their roots in the spring versus 

annuals which live only one growing 

season.  Perennials return to your gar-

den bigger and better each year for 

your enjoyment.            

            Perennials for SHADE 

Common Name Botanical Name 

Alumroot Heuchera americana 

Bleeding Heart Dicentra eximia 

Columbine Aquilegia canadensis 

Coral Bells Heuchera villosa 

Creeping Phlox Phlox stolonifera 

Foamflower Tiarella cordifolia 

Green & Gold 
Chrysogonum virgin-
ianum 

Indian Pink Spigelia marilandica 

Marginal Wood 
Fern  

Dryopteris marginalis 

Solomon’s Seal Polygonatum biflorum 

Turtlehead Chelone lyonii 

White Wood 
Aster 

Eurybia divaricata 

Pollinator Paradise of native perennials in the              

Chatham Mills, NC Demonstration Gardens.  

Perennials for SUN 

Red Buckeye Aesculus pavia 

Piedmont Rhododendron 

Shade–loving Aquilegia canadensis Columbine 

In the sun, Joe-Pye Weed  

attracts butterflies  


