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n mid-May 2011, as an added treat following the annual Extension Master Gardener Field Trip to the University of 
Georgia Trial Gardens, a group of EMGs visited the South Carolina Botanical Garden (SCBG).  Nan Bracy, Sandy 
Fussell, Hallie Walker and Patricia Joslin planned for this extra day of fun, finding the garden tour extraordinary.  

We highly recommend you visit sometime soon.   
 

Just a short two-hour hour drive from Charlotte, the South Carolina 
Botanical Garden is located in Clemson, SC, on the east side of the 
Clemson University campus.  Plan your own escape to Clemson as a day 
trip.  The Garden is open every day, dawn to dusk, free of charge.  If you 
are so inclined, start early to view the garden in the morning, and then stop 
for a late lunch in Greenville, SC to complete your adventure.  We dined at 
a lovely Greenville restaurant overlooking Falls Park on the Reedy River: 
Mary’s at Falls Cottage.  Visit www.fallscottage.com.   
 
The SC Botanical Garden is a beautiful gem of a garden that will surprise 
and delight.  Highlights of the 295-acre garden include the Hydrangea 
Collection, Cruickshank Hosta Garden, Peter Rabbit Garden and children’s 

area, a variety of display gardens, and the Camellia Trail.  The original 44 acres of the garden, formerly known as the 
Horticultural Gardens of Clemson University, are now known as the Senn Horticultural Gardens.  This portion of the 
botanical garden is named in honor of its founder, Dr. T. L. Senn, Professor and Head Emeritus of Clemson’s 
Department of Horticulture.  Work began in 1959 on heavily-eroded land containing an abandoned dump.  It is amazing 
to see what has blossomed from this early effort to reclaim the land.    
 
You can explore the garden by foot through several nature trails or by bike or car along paved trails.  We walked the 
gardens, departing from the parking lot just to the left of the main entrance.  Handicap-accessible paths provide access 
to those with disabilities.  Two hours is barely enough time to see a portion of the acreage.  Plan on at least a half day, 
and peruse the garden website in advance to make sure you see the plantings you most enjoy.  A map of the gardens and 
detailed directions can be found at the site: http://www.clemson.edu/public/scbg/.  If you have questions concerning 
visiting, parking or walking through the garden, please contact Visitors Services at 864.656.3405.   
 
Hydrangea Collection 
The extensive collection of hydrangeas serves as a cornerstone educational 
component of the SC Botanical Garden.  This garden was completed in the 
fall of 2008, transforming a drainage area covered with half an acre of 
poison ivy into a breathtaking display of color.  It is truly stunning.  
Throughout the garden you will find interpretive signs that detail the 
different species of hydrangeas as well as their cultural requirements.  
Frequently asked questions such as, “When do I prune my hydrangeas?” are 

addressed in 
signs posted 
along the winding 
paths.  You’ll see your common favorites, but also some 
unusual varieties of hydrangea.  Take your camera!   
 
Cruickshank Hosta Garden 
In the shaded pathways of the Cruickshank Hosta Garden, not 
only will you find a quietness and serenity, but you’ll also find 
over 400 varieties of hostas and perennials.  Though only 
about two-thirds of an acre in size, this niche garden features 
specimen hosta plants, not mass plantings of common 
cultivars.  Established in 1995, this mature garden is named 
for Charles and Betty Cruickshank, the visionary developers of 
the garden.  The Cruickshank’s provided partial funding to 
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establish a named garden, and an anonymous donor gave the rest in their honor.  Volunteers (including members of the 
Cruickshank family) work in the garden on Tuesday afternoons.  The Cruickshank Garden was recognized in 2004 as an 
official American Hosta Society (AHS) Display Garden.  According to AHS, the garden includes collections of Southern 
hybridizers Tony Avent, Mary Chastain and Bob Solberg.  Companion plants from China, Japan, and Korea are 
emphasized.  When you are finally ready to move on, tree-covered paths direct you past the award-winning hosta 
collection to a wooden bridge and a trickling waterfall that empties into Heritage Pond.   
 
Children’s Gardens and The Fran Hanson Discovery Center 
Located just below the Haydon Conference Center is a garden area 
devoted to children.  Portions of the garden are still under development, 
though the bones are in place and delightful to see.  The Sprouting Wings 
Greenhouse and Fran Hanson Discovery Center comprise a children’s 
learning center used by campers and school groups.  In order to give 
children in Sprouting Wings a place of their own to garden, the Peter 
Rabbit Garden was begun with the help of contributions from the Master 
Gardeners of the Foothills.  Complete with a child-sized garden shed and 
protected by a wooden fence, the garden offers a place for children to 
seed, garden and watch their plants grow.  The Butterfly Garden is a 
wonderful habitat for those beautiful garden visitors and a place to 
educate children about the best plants to attract butterflies and other 
pollinators.   
 
The Fran Hanson Discovery Center is located at the opposite end of the SC Botanical Garden from the Children’s 
Garden.  FHDC has a Nature Discovery Room with microscopes, resource books on insects and plants, and exhibits on 
the origins of plants and foods—a great stop for children and adults.  Pick up a garden map, a cold drink, or a garden 
souvenir at the Garden Gift Shop located inside the Discovery Center.   
 
Display Gardens 
Throughout the SCBG you will find hidden pocket gardens.  Check your map to be sure to find them all.  Perennials 
planted and maintained by the Foothills Garden Club are located near the Haydon Conference Center.  Just off 
Perimeter Road is a large flower garden, adjacent to the Dwarf Conifer Collection and Xeriscape garden.  The Van 
Blaricom Xeriscape Garden, also known as the Smart Garden, is a lovely setting to learn about waterwise gardening.  It 
was renovated in 2009 to showcase planting methods and plant selection advice for developing a sustainable, drought-
resistant garden.  In keeping with the mission of SCBG, signs and displays help educate visitors about mulch, plant 
selection, and other gardening tips.  A Woodland Flower Garden can be found by taking the Belser Nature Trail, and a 
Wildflower Meadow is located near the Garden’s entrance.  Yes, you’ll need your map!   
 
Camellia Trail and Historic Properties 
If you cannot wait until spring, a winter trip to the SCBG could be just as much fun.  Plan to travel to Clemson to see 
the camellias in bloom from late November to early April.  The South Carolina Botanical Garden began in 1958 when a 
camellia collection on the Clemson University campus was moved to make way for construction.  Under the leadership 
of Dr. T. L. Senn, the original garden was envisioned and planted along the north side of Duck Pond.  Since then, many 
other camellias have been added.  At this time, the garden is home to an extensive collection of over 400 varieties of 
camellias.  Camellia Trail loops around the Duck Pond and crosses Earthen Bridge, a sculptural structure that is one of 
many nature-based art pieces in the garden.   
 
Complete your day trip with a tour of two historic properties located on the garden premises: The Hanover House and 
the Hunt Cabin.  There is a nominal fee to tour the homes.  Though the properties are open most weekends, be sure to 
call ahead to confirm hours of operation: 864.656.2241.  More information is available at this Clemson University site: 
www.clemson.edu/about/history/properties.  PJ   
_______________ 

Pictures provided by Patricia Joslin and used with permission.   

 
Patricia Joslin, an EMG since 2008, and “partners in crime” Hallie Walker (Class of 2008), Sandy Fussell (Class of 2009) 
and Nan Bracy (Class of 2008) love to explore winding garden paths through interesting places and are likely to top off their 
explorations with a glass of wine over lunch.  Each of these extraordinary women takes her EMG volunteer commitments 
seriously.  In fact, you'll find these diligent workers talking with folks at “Ask a Master Gardener” booths around town or 
digging in the dirt at the Freedom Park Demonstration Garden.   

You can explore the 

garden by foot through 

several nature trails or by 

bike or car along paved 

trails.   
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