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hat is your favorite thing in the garden besides the plants?  Is it an arbor, a swing, a fountain, a Victorian 
gazing ball, a medieval statue?  Maybe it is an artful piece of stained glass placed to catch the sunlight, a bird 
house, a tile mosaic or a crazy chair?  My favorite is a beautiful wrought iron chair that looks like a butterfly!   

 
Garden ornamentation is a great way to add pizzazz and personality to your garden.  The possibilities are endless.  This 
is a wonderful time to use your imagination and creativity.  It is fun to shop, reuse or even garbage-pick treasures to add 
character to the yard.  However, yard ornamentation can often turn into too much of a good thing.  To avoid a cluttered 
and junky result, consider these simple guidelines:   
 
Determine what style best describes your garden design and use garden decor that fits with that theme.  For example, a 
very formal garden with straight lines, symmetry and perfectly manicured greenery, in the French Renaissance design, for 
example, requires minimal ornamentation.  A large fountain, statue or urn would be adequate, along with some 
strategically-placed stone pathways.  In a Japanese garden, a few ornaments in Zen style will add a serene touch.  A 
traditional English cottage garden allows for much more whimsy, more color and a larger number of items in the garden.  
It all depends on your original garden design.   
 
Be creative but stick to your plan.  Similar to your garden plants, a recurring theme allows for uniformity and a more 
pleasing effect.   
 
A cohesive theme for your ornaments is important to avoid a cluttered feeling.  In keeping with your garden style, 
choose a few gorgeous wrought iron pieces, or perhaps one or two large concrete statues or urns, or for a whimsical 
touch, a series of colorful bird houses.  Pick one style and stick with it.  Don't mix and match.  Mixing too many types of 
decor is confusing to the eye and makes the garden feel unorganized and even chaotic.   
 
Placement of ornamentation in the garden is key.  Place your decor for maximum effect, situated with plants that 
enhance the ornament.  Will your decor be a focal point?  Will you use a grouping of collectibles to fill in spaces where 
you have dormant perennials?  

 
Consider size.  A large, light colored statue set amongst low dark green 
evergreens is a stunning focal point.  Move that same statue to sit among several 
large azaleas and it would be lost, resulting in no effect at all.   
 
Use ornaments to add contrast, color and structure.  This will help to define 
garden spaces especially those with large amounts of greenery.   
   
As with plants, color is an important consideration.  Light colored ornaments can 
brighten a shady corner.  Brightly colored decor placed strategically can be a 
theme in itself.  A pathway of colorful stones can be used to entice the visitor to 
another garden room.   
 
Bird related items such as bird baths, feeders and houses, can double as garden 
ornaments and functional items to attract your favorite birds.    
 
Permanent structures such as arbors, swings or fences can also double as 
ornaments, depending on the style, material and visibility.  Perhaps you have a 

drab fence that just begs for some art to be displayed on it.  Garden furniture doesn't have to be purely functional either.  
A beautiful concrete bench can add style and also provide a peaceful resting place.  I’ve included a picture of my 
butterfly chair.  It adds character and light to an otherwise dark green shady space and is now my favorite reading corner.     
 
Set your budget.  Garden decor can cost a small fortune or nothing at all.  Very large fountains and statuary are 
extremely expensive, but with a little imagination you can keep your budget manageable.  Reclaiming “throw away” or 
old items is very popular.  Items such as an old door, antique window, old tools or rusty wheelbarrows can have a 
second life as garden art.  Again, remember to stick with your theme as this doesn't work in all gardens.   
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Also remember that rules for the front of the house are much more stringent than for the back.  You have neighbors 
and home owners’ associations to deal with.  Be sure to use ornaments sparingly and ensure they fit with your home’s 
architectural style.   
 
And, PLEASE!  No plastic garden gnomes or flamingos.  (Okay, as a temporary birthday joke only!)   
 
Above all else, remember to keep things simple.  The “less is more” rule should definitely be followed in your garden.  
 
Finally, have fun and remember there really are no rules.  It’s your garden.  Decorate to your taste and what you enjoy!  
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Here are a few websites for some creative ideas: 
http://tanyasgarden.blogspot.com/2009/02/visit-to-ed-humes-garden.html 
http://indulgy.com/post/TTeoDCDKG1/colorful-garden-border 
http://www.distinctivegardening.com/2009/01/garden-ornamentation.html 
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Maureen McCracken, an Extension Master Gardener Volunteer since 2006, has lived and 
gardened in places from Toronto, Canada, to Sarasota, FL—and has experienced USDA Hardiness 
Zones from frigid to subtropical, and rainfall ranging from desert-like to “monsoonish.”  Yet, of all 
the places she’s gardened, her favorite is Charlotte, NC, with its great climate, which allows for 
year-round gardening and numerous plant choices.  With her varied horticulture experiences, 
Maureen has gained a deeper understanding and appreciation for the wonder of nature, which has 
increased her resolve to conserve our natural resources through smart- and ecology-minded 
gardening techniques and to follow the “Right Plant – Right Place” rule.   
 
 

 
 
 


