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Once upon a time a homeowner planted a lovely Crepe Myrtle in front of his house.  He loved how it bloomed; he loved the rapid growth.  A 
few years passed and the homeowner realized the beautiful tree was now too large for its location, so he started cutting it back annually.  
Unfortunately, this produced ugly knots on the once attractive branches—Crepe Murder!!   
 
 

s Extension Master Gardeners, we know the quickest way to destroy a wonderful crepe myrtle is to top it.  
Planting something too large for its space is an old story.  Planting the right plant in the right location eliminates 
the urge to commit crepe murder.   

 

 
 

Pictured left: Crepe Murder!  Karen Russ ©2007 HGIC, Clemson Extension.  Used with permission. 
Pictured right: Well-pruned Lagerstroemia; Karen Russ ©2007 HGIC, Clemson Extension.  Used with permission. 

 
Fortunately, Crepe Myrtles, Lagerstroemia indica, are now available in sizes to fit almost any landscape need, ranging in 
mature size from the majestic „Natchez‟ (white) at 30 feet to the diminutive „Tightwad Red‟ (true red) at 2 feet.  Some are 
tree-like, while others behave more like bushes.  Some are now available as ground covers.   

 
For many years, the most common complaint 
about growing crepe myrtles was powdery 
mildew.  Fortunately, hybridizers have been 
successful in all but eliminating this condition in 
many of the newer varieties.  Plants with a name 
of Native American origin are some of the most 
common mildew-resistant specimens („Catawba‟, 
„Cherokee‟, „Comanche‟, „Hopi‟, and „Muskogee‟, 
for example).   
 
Crepe Myrtle, Lagerstroemia indica ‘Tuscarora’, July 31, 
2009, Debbie Moore Clark.  Used with permission.   

 
Proper pruning of crepe myrtle is a bit of an art 
form.  First and foremost, do not top!  One can 
remove spent blooms from the previous season, 
but that is it!  The removal of old blooms may 
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result in re-blooming.   Remove crossing branches and any new growth that points to the interior of the plant as this 
growth will eventually become “crossers.”  You want to end up with a structure that is as attractive in the winter as it is 
during its mid- to late-summer glory.   
 
The smooth, exfoliating bark is one of the best features of the tree.  Most crepe myrtles look their best as multi-trunked 
specimens.   
 
Choose the right plant for the right location and you should have many years of wonderful color with pleasing form in 
your landscape.  TN   
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Tom Nunnenkamp is an Extension Master Gardener with Mecklenburg County, NC.  His article 
is reprinted from The Thymes, Issue 5, May 2009, page 7.   
 
 
 
 


